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with business leaders, primarily to expand
the reach of the American economy, to gen-
erate more jobs for Americans. But he was
going to Bosnia to use the power of the
American economy, with the business leaders
who were there, just to try to help the peace
take hold, to give normal life back to those
people. That is a noble and good thing for
which they lived and died, and | ask you for
your prayers for them and their families who,
in these difficult days, are having their prob-
lems understanding the whys of all of this.

So as we remember those who perished
here almost a year ago and we mourn those
who died on that hard mountain so many
thousands of miles from here, let us again
thank God for the grace that has brought us
to this point and enabled us to live with our
sorrows and tragedies and to rebuild our
lives.

You know, the bagpipers over there were
playing “Amazing Grace.” | suppose it’s the
best-known American hymn, at least the first
verse. But as we remember those people in
this community who are still grieving and still
struggling, and we think of all of the difficul-
ties life presents for which we have no an-
swer, | would like to close with a reference
to the third verse of that magnificent hymn:
“Through many dangers, toils and snares |
have already come. ‘Tis grace has brought
me safe thus far, and grace will lead me
home.” We pray God’s grace today on those
who lost so much a year ago and on the ef-
forts of those of you who are working hard
to build a better future, to make something
profoundly good come out of that tragedy.

I'd like now to ask the children who are
here and all of the others in the podium who
would like to, to come up here and help me
unveil the plaque. | don't have great manual
skills. 1 need all of the help I can get up
here. Could you all come up—the families,
and Governor, Mayor. You all come on over.
Let’s do this together.

God bless you. Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 12:36 p.m. at the
New YMCA Day Care Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Frank Keating; Mayor Ron
Norick of Oklahoma City; and Lt. Gov. Mary
Fallin of Oklahoma.

617

Remarks to the Families of the
Victims of the 1995 Bombing in
Oklahoma City

April 5, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you so much,
Reverend Alexander. Governor Keating,
Mrs. Keating, Mr. Mayor, Senator Nickles,
Lieutenant Governor Fallin, Congressman
Brewster, Congressman Istook; most of all
to the families here of those who lost their
lives and those who survived the bombing
almost a year ago.

I come here today as much as anything
else to thank you. On this very difficult and
painful day for me, when | have lost a great
and good friend and a lot of gifted employees
of the Federal Government, some of them
very young, and some wonderful members
of our Armed Forces and some of our Na-
tion’s most able business leaders, the power
of your example is very much with me, and
I thank you for that.

A year ago we were here to join in mourn-
ing your loss and praying for your healing.
Today | ask that we not only remember your
loss but celebrate the rebuilding you have
already done and the work you will still do.

I have relived the moments of last year
many times in my mind since | was here with
you. | have wondered how you were doing
and prayed for your strength. 1 was honored
to have two of your citizens at the State of
the Union Address and to recognize their
unique contributions to our country through
their service to you.

Just a few moments ago | was honored to
lay a wreath, along with the First Lady and
some children who survived and their par-
ents, and then to dedicate the child care cen-
ter that will be built near the site of the
bombing, thanks to the remarkable efforts of
your public officials and private citizens to-
gether. You have shown how strong you are,
and you have given us all an example of the
power of faith and community, the power of
both God'’s grace and human courage.

On this Good Friday, what you have done
has demonstrated to a watching and often
weary and cynical world that good can over-
come evil, that love can outlast hate, that the
light of human life can shine on through the
most terrible darkness. And so | thank you
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for that. And | know that you could not have
done it without your faith.

On this Friday | can't help noting that
there is a wonderful verse in the Book of
Matthew which says that a person who fol-
lows the word of God will be likened unto
a wise man who built his house on a rock.
And the rain descended and the floods came
and the winds blew and beat upon the house,
and it fell not, for it was founded upon a
rock. Well your building was blown down,
and many lives were shattered. But today,
I saw again that the spirit of Oklahoma City
fell not, for it is founded upon a rock. And
I thank you for showing that to America.

From the early rescue efforts that so many
engaged in to the scholarship funds for the
children who lost their parents, to the current
outpouring of support that will enable fami-
lies to travel to Denver for the trial, to the
dedication ceremony | just attended, | see
over and over and over again that you have
redeemed the promise of essential human
nature and human possibility that we cele-
brate so profoundly in this season. And what
I want to know is that, in doing that, you
have renewed the faith of America. You have
drawn our national family closer together.

A year ago | was able to come here and
say to you that you have lost too much, but
you have not lost everything. You have not
lost America. In the year since, America has
stood with you and prayed with you and
worked with you as you rebuild. But today,
I come to you to say you have given America
something precious, a greater sense of our
shared humanity, our common values, our
obligations to one another. You've take some
of the meanness out of our national life and
put a little more love and respect into it, in
ways that you probably cannot even imagine.
And I thank you for that.

I will call on all Americans to express their
solidarity with you when you celebrate the
first anniversary of your tragedy. Earlier
today | signed a proclamation calling for a
moment of silence across our land on April
the 19th at 9:02 a.m., Central Daylight Time,
to ask the American people to gather in silent
prayer and quiet reflection with their friends
and neighbors, wherever they live, from
Maine to Alaska, to southern California, to
Florida.
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And let me say to all of you again, we will
be there with you. But because of what you
have felt and what you have endured, let me
ask you now if you will bow your heads in
silent prayer to remember all that this year
has meant to you and to pray for those who
lost their loved ones on that plane in Bosnia.
Only you can know how they feel.

May we pray.

[At this point, a moment of silence was ob-
served.]

Amen.

I would like to say a special word now to
some of the people who were involved here
a year ago: To the Federal workers who sur-
vived the blast and are back on the job, we're
glad, and we support you. To those who are
not yet back on the job, we will stand with
you until the day you are able to work again.
To those who lost their lives in the service
of their country, trying to help America get
through every day in the best possible way,
we thank you, your families, beyond meas-
ure.

Before Hillary and | left the White House
this morning, we planted a new dogwood tree
on the South Lawn to honor the memory of
those who died in the crash in Bosnia. It is
very near the one we planted a year ago, be-
fore we came to be with you for the first
time, in honor of the loved ones that you
lost. A year ago | noted that the dogwood
tree embodies the lesson of the Psalms, that
the life of a good person is like a tree whose
leaf does not wither; that just as a tree takes
a long time to grow, sometimes wounds take
a long time to heal. Well, your tree has taken
root on the South Lawn of the White House.
In a few weeks it will flower. The healing
power of our faith has also taken root and
must bloom again here.

You know, this Easter Sunday all over the
world the over 1.5 hillion people who are
Christians will be able to bear witness to our
faith that the miracles of Jesus and the mir-
acles of the human spirit in Oklahoma City
only reflect the larger miracle of human na-
ture that there is something eternal within
each of us, that we all have to die and that
no bomb can blow away even from the littlest
child that eternity which is within each of
us.



Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

I know a lot of you are still hurting, but
I hope as Sunday comes you'll be able to
find some comfort in that. Your healing has
to go on. A lot of you probably still have your
doubts about all of this. I'm sure there’s some
lingering anger and even some rage and dark
and lonely nights for many of the family
members. | can only say to you that the older
I get the more | know that we have to try
harder to make the most of each day and
accept the fact that things will happen we
can never understand or justify.

We flew over my home State, you know,
coming here, and it made me think of the
words of an old Gospel song that were actu-
ally written in Arkansas. And | thought I
would leave you with these words, and our
love and respect, as we move toward Easter.

The hymn goes: “Further along we’ll know
all about it. Further along we’ll understand
why. Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the
sunshine. Further along we’ll understand
why.”

God bless you, and God bless America.

NoTe: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in the
Myriad Convention Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Rev. Don Alexander, pastor, First Chris-
tian Church; and Cathy Keating, wife of Gov.
Frank Keating of Oklahoma.

Proclamation 6880—National Day of
Remembrance of the Oklahoma City
Bombing
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By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On the morning of April 19, 1995, America
was devastated by news of an explosion at
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in
Oklahoma City. As rescuers rushed to the
scene, citizens across the country waited by
their televisions and radios for information,
and we prayed for the children, Federal
workers, and many others caught by the
bomb’s deadly blast. Despite heroic efforts
of emergency personnel and countless sa-
maritans, 168 people lost their lives as a re-
sult of the brutal attack.
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For a year we have mourned the dead,
aided the residents of Oklahoma City in their
struggle to rebuild, and strengthened our re-
solve to fight terrorism. And though it has
been a sad and challenging time, the out-
pouring of love and support for those af-
fected by the tragedy has helped our Nation
to come together in common purpose. As we
mark the first anniversary of the bombing,
we remember the victims and honor their
memory with a moment of silence. In prayer
and quiet reflection, let us move forward to-
gether to foster peace in our land.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, April 19,
1996, as a National Day of Remembrance
of the Oklahoma City Bombing. | ask all the
people of the United States to observe a mo-
ment of silence on that day at 9:02 am.,
Central Daylight Time, gathering with fam-
ily, friends, neighbors, and colleagues at
home, at work, and in places of worship to
commemorate this solemn occasion.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45a.m., April 9, 1996]

NoTEe: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 10.
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